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asked their permission to retire from the world. The
episode of 16 ancient kings who had preceded him and
signalised their reigns by the performance of Ashwa-
medha sacrifices and who in spite of their greatness
had after all left this world was then related to him by
Krishna. Arjuna, Bhima and Draupadi asked him to
remember how he had promised them in their wanderings
in the forest that the period of trial would be succeeded
by happiness. He was at last induced to get up and he
entered the city in a triumphant procession. There;
were some, however, who were the friends of Duryo-
dhana and hostile to him, and Charvaka spoke aloud as he
passed : " Fie upon thee, destroyer of thy own race. It
is better to die than to live like this." King Yudhishthira
however by the suavity of his reply disarmed all opposi-
tion : "I bow to all. I deserve, steeped in distress
as I am, I deserve to be pitied but not hissed at."
There were many however who disclaimed all such
.sentiments and they blessed king Yudhishthira. Passing
on, Yudhishthira occupied Duryodhana's palace and
was there with Draupadi crowned Emperor, Krishna
himself sprinkling the holy water on their head.
Brahmins chanted Vedic blessings in sonorous tones
and at the end praised his merits to the skies. Yudhish-
thira then addressed those assembled thus : " Blessed
indeed are the sons of Pandu who are extolled by the
Brahmanas. Know ye all that Dhritarashtra, my uncle,
is adored by me. Those who wish to please me should
always obey his orders/' Then began in Hastinapura
the benign rule of Yudhishthira, Who, like Rama, made
the happiness of the people his highest aim.